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Students celebrate success in
regional skills competition

By Claire Craig

STUDENTS from across North-
ernIreland recently took partin
the annual Construction Indus-
try Training Board NI (CITB NI)
SkillBuild NI regional competi-
tion 2024.

The competition, in partner-
ship with CITB (GB) and South
West College, is designed to
test skills, technique, and ability
within tight timeframes, identi-
fying the top performers across
different trades within construc-
tion apprenticeship programmes
from across Northern Ireland. It
servesasaplatform to showcase
the abundance of talent, profes-

sionalism, and the most promis-
ing recruits within the industry.

Hosted at the South West Col-
lege Technology and Skills Cen-
treinKillyhevlin, Enniskillen, 93
of the brightest recruits and top
performers within construction
apprenticeship programmes
from across Northern Ireland
competed against each other to
win in categories: Brickwork,
Furniture & Cabinet Making,
Carpentry, Electrical Installa-
tion, Joinery, Painting & Decorat-
ing, Fire and Security, Drylining,
Plastering, Plumbing, Wall &
Floor Tiling.

There were 12 first place win-
ners in the categories with over-
all young apprentice of the year.

Winners from the Northern
Ireland regional competition
will have the opportunity to rep-
resent Northern Ireland in the
SkillBuild UK National Finals in
November.

SkillBuild is delivered by the
Construction Industry Training
Board (CITB GB) and highlights
some of the brightest talent in
construction. Supported by De-
partment for the Economy and
local construction companies,
the competition provides an op-
portunity to showcase the high
level of skills and the impressive
talent within the workforce, as
well as raising the status and
standards of professional and
technical education and training.
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Pictured at
_ the CITB NI
SkillBuild
NI regional
TR competition

2024 is the
winner of

the Haldane
Fisher Young
Apprentice of
the Year Luke
Mcllwrath
(centre) who
also came
second in
carpentry
from South
East Regional
College with
Barry Neilson
OBE Chief
Executive
CITB NI

and awards
host Sarah
Travers.
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