
Speaker Profiles
Nigel McAlpine – Immersive Technology Lead, Digital 
Catapult Northern Ireland

Nigel is an experienced and innovative digital content 
producer with a passion for technology. After 20 years 
at the BBC, leading teams to produce unique digital 
projects across web, TV and Radio, he set up StoryFX, 
a creative consultancy bringing stories to life with 
the latest digital platforms, including Virtual Reality 
and Augmented Reality.  His current role with Digital 
Catapult NI as Immersive Technology Lead means he is 
engaging with a range of SMEs, industry stakeholders 
and individuals to highlight the potential of Immersive 
Technology in driving innovative business opportunities 
in Northern Ireland, by showcasing the cutting edge 
technology available at the Digital Catapult Immersive 
Lab in Belfast.

Adrian Johnston – Director, Digital Catapult NI
Adrian Johnston joined Digital Catapult NI in December 
2018 as the Director. He has 20 years industrial 
experience previously working for Seagate Technology 
in their Springtown facility in Northern Ireland. His most 
recent role was as Principal Managing Engineer for 
Analytics with Seagate Technology. He led a team of 
engineers based in Springtown, Northern Ireland and 
Bloomington, Minnesota identifying and implementing 
Advanced Analytics business solutions.  With a PhD in 
Informatics and AI, he has continued to drive industrially 
led research in advanced manufacturing with both 
Ulster University and Queens University Belfast. He 
was a key contributor to the design of CARL (cognitive 
analytics research lab) at UU and was a board 
member of CSIT / ECIT’s industrial panel. Johnston has 
previously held the role of Chair of Londonderry YMCA 
from 2006 until 2014 and still remains on the Board as 
their Community representative. He also continues to 
advocate for strong community development, youth 
work and economic regeneration in areas of high social 
and economic deprivation across Northern Ireland.  His 
research interests focus on disruptive technologies 
and their application across and in-between industrial 
sectors.  He has a particular focus on AI, machine 
learning, IoT and data visualisation and contributes to 
UKRI and Royal Society AI strategy across the UK and 
Ireland.

Why attend?
The seminar will introduce attendees to a range of 
different technologies including artificial intelligence (AI), 
future networks (IOT) and immersive technology (XR) 
describing their adoption and impact on the construction 
industry. Immersive technology (XR) equipment will be 
available for participants to experience first-hand the 
implementation of an emerging technology platform.

Who should attend?
Anyone in the construction industry who is interested 
in emerging technologies and their impact on 
design, supply chains, business models and customer 
development / relations. 

Content includes:
•  What do we mean by the term ‘emerging technology’?

•  Technology focus: AI, IOT and XR – definitions 
and implementation across construction and other 
industries

•  Current hardware and software platforms

•  Disruptive technology: how is technology changing 
sectors

•  Case studies: AI, IOT and XR uses in the construction 
sector

•  Demonstration of immersive technology (XR) 
equipment to allow participants to experience first-
hand the implementation of an emerging technology 
platform

EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES 
AWARENESS TRAINING 
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION 
INDUSTRY

BELFAST
Date: Wednesday, 22nd January 2020, 9:15am-1pm

Venue: Park Avenue Hotel, 158 Holywood Road, Belfast BT4 1PB

  BOOK NOW

Half-day Sessions (two dates):

PROGRAMME

9:15-9:30am: Registration, Tea & Coffee

9:30-9:45am:  Presentation on CITB NI’s Products 
and Services

9:45am-1pm:    Emerging Technologies Awareness 
Training

OMAGH
Date: Wednesday, 22nd April 2020, 9:15am-1pm

Venue:  Silverbirch Hotel, 5 Gortin Road, Omagh BT79 7DH

 BOOK NOW





FREE
to CITB NI registered 

employers.  Please have 
your registration 
number available  

when booking.

£25 for non  
CITB NI 

registered 
attendees

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/emerging-technologies-registration-69285040421
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/emerging-technologies-registration-69287451633


CITB NI Business Improvement Events 2019/20

Programme of Events

CITB NI 
17 Dundrod Road 
Crumlin 
Co Antrim BT29 4SR
Tel: 028 9082 5466 
Email: info@citbni.org.uk
Website: www.citbni.org.uk

For further information contact:

Events, unless 
otherwise stated, 
are open to non 

CITB NI registered 
companies but will 

incur a charge  
of £25.

Are you working in construction? Construction employers working in Northern Ireland for  
27 weeks or more are legally required to register with CITB NI. Registered employers can claim 
training grants, access our Mobile Training Unit, Virtual Training Facility VET360, scaffolding 
training and training support materials such as health & safety booklets, blueprint and online 
training directory. Find out about these and other services at www.citbni.org.uk. 
Click here to find out more about how to register.

Please note there is a charge to all attendees of £25 to attend the Tendering Workshops.  Price includes lunch. 
*These Workshops are not eligible for CITB NI Grant.

Topics Date Location Click link below to book

Cyber Security and GDPR Awareness 
Training

Wednesday,
16 October 2019

Omagh BOOK NOW

Introductory Digital Marketing & 
Social Media Workshop

Wednesday, 
23 October 2019 

Newry BOOK NOW

Legislative Changes Awareness 
Training

Wednesday, 
6 November 2019

Antrim BOOK NOW

BIM for small Construction 
Businesses – Get Ready!

Wednesday, 
13 November 2019

Crumlin  
(CITB NI)

BOOK NOW

Advanced Digital Marketing & Social 
Media Workshop

Wednesday, 
15 January 2020

Cookstown BOOK NOW

Emerging Technologies in 
Construction

Wednesday, 
22 January 2020

Belfast BOOK NOW

Tendering in the Public Sector 
Construction Market Workshop

Wednesday, 
19 February 2020

Crumlin  
(CITB NI)

BOOK NOW £25*

Legislative Changes Awareness 
Training

Wednesday,
26 February 2020

Derry/
Londonderry

BOOK NOW

Cyber Security and GDPR Awareness 
Training

Wednesday,
11 March 2020

Newry BOOK NOW

Introductory Digital Marketing  
& Social Media Workshop

Wednesday, 
1 April 2020

Enniskillen BOOK NOW

Emerging Technologies in 
Construction

Wednesday, 
22 April 2020

Omagh BOOK NOW

Advanced Tendering in the Public 
Sector Construction Workshop

Wednesday, 
20 May 2020

Belfast BOOK NOW £25*

BIM for small Construction 
Businesses – Get Ready!

Wednesday, 
3 June 2020

Craigavon BOOK NOW

Advanced Digital Marketing & Social 
Media Workshop

Wednesday, 
17 June 2020

Bangor BOOK NOW
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