
Does your school offer 
the CCEA GCSE in 
Construction and the 
Built Environment 
qualification? 

No, well now’s the time to 
join the other 39 schools in 
Northern Ireland already 
offering the subject and 
build upon the 6000+ pupils 
who have taken the exam to 
date.  Why not give your 
pupils an opportunity to 
start a career in  
one of the largest  
employment  
sectors in NI.

DID 
YOU 

KNOW

GCSE in Construction 
and the Built Environment
Complete text guide and workbook
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Revised GCSE 

Construction 

Textbook

the construction industry in 
Northern Ireland is having difficulty 
recruiting adequate numbers of 
bricklayers, carpenters, joiners, site 
managers and supervisors.  



There are hundreds of careers in Construction & the Built 
Environment involving design, management and 
engineering, working in a whole range of 
different locations and workplaces.

CITB NI has supported the GCSE in Construction and the 
Built Environment since 2005 and further supported it with 
the publication of a textbook in 2013.   

A supplement is now available to accompany the textbook 
with the latest changes to the course specification.   
The textbook is aimed at students undertaking the 
qualification to assist with preparation for examination of 
Unit 1 – the Construction Industry for the 21st Century.

The textbook contains all the essential underpinning 
knowledge required of a student who has never studied 
construction before and who wishes to explore the 
subject for the first time. 

Topics covered include:-
•	� Introduction to the Built Environment
•	� Employment in the Construction Industry
•	� Economic Resource Considerations
•	 Health & Safety
•	 Construction Technology
•	 Sustainable Development

There are ‘Test your Knowledge’ questions throughout and the textbook  
provides excellent support for those undertaking the GCSE in Construction.

A few key points to inform your decision:-
• �Construction employs around 2.5 million people in the UK– 

that means that one in every ten jobs is in construction.
• �Women are underrepresented in construction.
• �Construction is projected to have the  

seventh highest growth of employment in the  
period 2016-2026 from 20 industry sectors.

• �Managing a multi-million pound  
construction project or a construction  
business requires high levels of  
skill and ability.

Interested?

Order copies at: 

publications@citbni.org.uk
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Where we live

SECTION

5 (This section 

should be read in 

conjunction with 

the text book 

chapter 20,  

page 156)

The construction industry has a major 

impact on where we live, how we live and 

impacts on our lives as it shapes the 

environment around us. This impact can 

be varied, from the proximity of factories, 

main roads or the noise pollution of a new 

airport runway such as the one in 

Heathrow or possible extensions in 

Belfast. The impact on our lives is 

apparent throughout the day, from 

switching on a light or the quality of the 

roads we drive on to get to and from 

school or work,or perhaps we travel 

through a transport hub to access a bus or 

train connection.

In Victorian times much of the social 

housing was found in streets of terrace 

houses which were often quite cramped 

and lacked many modern conveniences. 

These were often replaced in inner city 

areas by high rise flats which ultimately 

proved unpopular with many of their 

residents. These high rise flats were 

simply not functional for disabled residents 

or for bringing up young children.

Future Planning 

We also need to plan not only for the 

present generation but also for future 

generations by installing new technologies 

which generate electricity, such as wind 

turbines or solar panels. These new 

methods of generating electricity reduce 

the carbon footprint of our nation. Not only 

do we have to construct buildings, but 

good design has a positive effect on 

people and their lives. Innovative 

architecture makes a statement which 

reflects the times in which we live, 

incorporating high levels of insulation 

within the structure, almost air tight 

structures (windows and doors) and 

making use of recycled materials such as 

crushed concrete for hard-core rather than 

always using rock that has been recently 

quarried. 

In order to understand the importance of the construction industry  

for society, you need to understand how it has shaped the land  

in which we live.

This includes the following key points: 

• Where we live / Future Planning

• Employment within the construction industry

• Construction as a stimulate for the economy

Sustai
nable 

develo
pment 

and 

its im
pact o

n the 
commun

ity, 

social
 benef

its an
d 

regene
ration

 of bu
ilding

s

This chapter looks at the various stages in the construction of a building from 

planning right through to the occupation of the building. The eight main stages of 

the construction cycle as detailed in the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) 

Plan of Work (POW) 2013 are listed below. It is clear that the construction process 

can be regarded as complex and difficult to manage successfully in many 

instances. The RIBA plan attempts to break the overall process down into more 

manageable stages. Use of this POW guide should reduce the possibility of errors 

and / or abortive design work by ensuring that all parties involved check and agree 

the project status at various stages throughout the design and building process.
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Strategic Definition

The main stages are:-

− Strategic Definition;

− Preparation and Brief;

− Concept Design;

− Developed Design;

− Technical Design;

− Construction;

− Handover and Close Out; 

− In Use.

The Client must first take the decision that 

something is going to be built and then 

appoint an Architect to oversee the design 

and construction of the project.

It is important that the Client clarifies the 

brief at an early stage, which should 

include:-

SECTION

1

1.  The required time scale - date for 

commencement and completion

2.  The nature of the project - size and 

type of facilities required

3. The site location and nature of the site  

4. Financial limits / method of financing

5.  Specific requirements - materials, 

standards 3
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Special offer 
Buy 20 get 1 Free
Textbooks priced 

at £19 plus postage 
and packaging


