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Newtownstewart joiner on UK 
team for WorldSkills 2013 

A JOINER from 
Newtownstewart is among nine 
talented young people from 
Northern Ireland who have 
fought off stiff competition from 
across the UK to be selected as 
members of the UK Team for 
WorldSkills 2013. 

WorldSkills - the skills equivalent 
of the Olympics - is the 

largest international vocational 
skills competition and will be 
held in Leipzig in Germany from 
July 4 to 7 this year, and David 
Beattie, who is employed by the 
Greek Oak Framing Co in 
Omagh, will be among the elite 
few at the event. 

Welcoming the announcement 
of Team UK, Employment and 
Learning Minister Dr Stephen 
Farry said: "Northern Ireland's 
strong representation on Team 
UK is testament to the high standards 

of technical and professional 
training in our colleges. It 

is very telling that Northern 
Ireland, which accounts for less 
than three per cent of the UK 
population,, accounts for nearly 
30 per cent of Team UK." 

WorldSkills is held every two 
years in cities around the globe 
and the competition sees around 
1,000 young people, aged 18 to 
25 years, come together to compete 

for medals in more than 40 
different skills, including electri- 
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cal installation, welding, bricklaying, 
cooking and landscape 

gardening. 
Northern Ireland, with its nine 

competitors in the skills of wall 
and floor tiling, plastering and 
dry wall systems, joinery, carpentry, 

landscape gardening, 

autobody repair, car painting and 
mechatronics which is a two-person 

competition, has the highest 
number of Team members of all 
the UK regions. 

The Minister continued: 
"This is a great opportunity for 
these young people to demonstrate 

to the world that Northern 
Ireland has a workforce with the 
high levels of skills and training 
required to compete in the global 

economy and meet the economic 
challenges which lie 

ahead. 
"To be selected for Team UK 

is an outstanding achievement 
and I wish each team member 
the best of luck with their training, 

and look forward to watching 
them take on the best in the 

world in July. Northern Ireland 
has a proud history of medal 
winners at WorldSkills and I am 
hopeful that this will continue at 
WorldSkills Leipzig." 

The team of 31 young people, 
currently in employment, completing 

an apprenticeship or 
studying, will now undertake an 
intense training programme in 
preparation for Leipzig in July. 
Team UK will compete in 30 
skill areas ranging from refrigeration 

and air conditioning 
through to cooking. 

This cutting is reproduced by NIMMS under licencee from NLA No further copying (including the printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction or forwarding is permitted except under licensefrom NLA. www.nla.co.uk (for newspapers)

Ref:   CITB 872835


